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28 VOTES anp P‘ROCEEDINGS,-;No;zMBEn,‘ 1779,

We propofed to raif: five million two hundred and twenty thoufand dollars from the fale of
‘Britith property, and to make our firft paymegnt, on the 1ft of February next, out of part of the
moncy ariﬁpr:g from the fale. We determined to raife by taxes nine million of dollars, at four
aflfeffments, at fuch times, and in fuch proportions, as would fuit the circumftances of our con-
‘ftituents ;- we intended that any difficiencies fhould be made up by Britith property, and refolved
to pay our quotas monthly into the continental treafury.

The debt duc from this ftate is above one million of pounds currency. Our treafury is ex-
haufted ; our quota of troops require a confiderable reinforcemeny, and a large fum will be ne-
ceffary to defray the expence of the recruiting fervice.  We are inclined to think our proportion
of the continental debt may exceed twenty-five million of dollars.

If, after contemplating the information we have taken the liberty to give you of our circum-
ftances, you are ftill inflexibly determined not to feize and appropriate %riti{h property, in our
_power, to enable us to carry on the war, (and we again declare it is not in our power to colieét
the neceffary fums by taxes, without greatly diftrefling our people, and compelling them to fell
their property to pay the aflefflment) we fhall return to our conftituents with the confolation,
that we have endeavoured to do all in our power, and the confequences which may bappen, be
they ever fo great, will not be juftly imputable to us. '

It now remains for us to exprefs our acknowledgments fo juft'y due to your honours, for the
particular inftance of your attention and regard for the gentlemen of the eaftern fhore ; but not-
withftanding the inclemency of the feafon and the fevenity of the weather renders an attendance
on the public bufinefs, at this time, exceedingly diftrefling and inconvenicnt to this houfe in
general, and to the gentlemen of the caftern thore in particular, yet the duty which we owe to our
counfry, the welfare of the public, and a relief to our people from the very heavy taxes which
are demanded of them for the profecution of the war, fuperfede the obligations of ptivate intereft.
Governed by thefe motives, we can affure your honours, that we fhall wait with patience the
refult of your determinations on the very important bill now fent back. for your confideration.

We lament, with your honours, that the fenate is at this critical period fo thin, and regret
that meafures, calculated to compel the attendance of the members of the general aflembly on
the public bufinefs, have not met with your approbation, notwithftanding the repeated cxpe-
rience both houfes muft have had of the neceflity of adopting fome mode to enforce the obferva-
tion of duties, to which public virtue and a patriotic (pirit have not been competent.

By order, J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del.
The fenate adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock,
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W EDNESD A Y, December az, 1779.

HE fenate met. Prefent the fame members as on yqﬁerday; “The proceedings of yefterday
were read. : .
" His Excellency the governor communicates to the prefident, feveral letters from the prefident
of congrefs, containing feveral alls of congrefs, which were read and fent to the houfe of dele-
gates by Matthew Tilgh'man, Efq;

The committee appointed to tax the fees arifing upon hearing and determining the cafe be-
tween William W hetcroft and Edward Dorfey, beg leave to report as follows :

To the meflenger for an exprefs to Edward Dorfey 4. 60
To ditto for two orders at £. 6 12
To ditto for two fummonfes at £.6 12

£-84

And it is the opinion of your committee that as the above expence has been incurred at the in-
ftance of the faid William Whetcroft, he immediately pay and fatisfy the fame to the meflenger.

ORrpERED, That Matthew Tilghman and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Efquires, prepare
an anfwer to the meflage from the houfe of delegates on yefterday by Mr. J. Hall, and others.

‘The fenate proceeded to ballot for the exclufion of two delegates to congrefs ; the ballot box
being prepared, the ballots were depofited therein, fealed up, and delivered to the committee
appointed to join the committee of the houfe of delegates, who retired to the conference room,
und after fome time returned and reported, that William Paca and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer,
Efquires, were by a majority of votes excluded from the prefent nomination.

The fenate adjourns till 3 o’clock,

P O S T M ERIDIZE M
~‘The fenate met. :

Meflicurs Craufurd and Smith, from the houfe of dclegates, deliver the prefident the following

meflage :
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